 
    [image: C:\Users\RCameron-15\Desktop\AUTHOR INFFO LANDSCAPE.png]
 
Joan Lingard
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I was born in Edinburgh, in the very heart of its old town, the Royal Mile, but when I was two years' old I went to live in Belfast and stayed there until I was 18. It was there that I grew up, went to school, made my first friends, learned to read and write. Inevitably, then, Belfast and Northern Ireland have had a strong influence on my writing.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I started to write when I was eleven years old. I was an avid reader and could never get enough to read. My local children's library was small, the size of a shed or a garage, and I was soon able to read through what they had on offer. I always asked for books for birthdays and Christmas. One day, having just finished a book, I closed it and said to my mother straightaway, 'I've got nothing to read!' She got rather fed up hearing that so she turned to me and said, "Why don't you go and write a book of your own?" This proved to be a turning point in my life. I thought, "Why not? Why shouldn't I write a book?"
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