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Book Week Scotland

in Fife
21 to 30 November 2016



Book Week Scotland is back. Library staff
from all over Scotland are bringing events directly
to adults and children in libraries, theatres and
schools. If you love reading, you’ll love Book Week
Scotland. In Fife, we’ll be meeting Winnie the Pooh
& friends, sipping prohibition cocktails and chatting
with an intrepid explorer – who could ask for more?

fifelibrariesmuseums @fifelibsmus

supported by

Fife Cultural Trust – a company limited by guarantee (incorporated in Scotland). Company number SC415704A 
Scottish charity: charity number SC043442

Ticket information
Events are priced as stated throughout and concessions are available as advertised. 
Book your tickets at one of our theatres, online at www.onfife.com or by
phone on 01592 611101

For general information contact admin.fct@onfife.com or call 01592 583204.

Schools programme
All seats £3.50, event ticket and subsidised transport £6.00.

Please note that home-schooled children are welcome at all events.

Teacher CPD event £10 – see page 5 for more details.

All school/home-school booking enquiries should be directed to 
admin.fct@onfife.com or call 01592 583204.
Online booking is not available.
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Monday 21 November 

The I Hero Gameshow 
with The Two Steves
Carnegie Hall 10.30am I  Buckhaven Theatre 1.45pm
£3.50 I  For Primary 3 – 7

Have you ever thought, “I wish I could be the hero of this book”? Well, now you can!
Let madcap duo Steve Barlow and Steve Skidmore take you on a fun-packed choose-
your-own adventure. This hilarious gameshow is based on their popular I Hero books
that really appeal to boys reluctant to read. Will you dare to explore the furthest reaches
of the cosmos or face the crowds in the gladiatorial arena? Are you a hero – or a zero?  

Warning – this show may lead to giggling, guffawing and gasping for breath.
Please enjoy The Two Steves responsibly.

www.thetwosteves.net

SCHOOLS
EVENT

Monday 21 November 

Paper Planes
Rothes Halls 6.30pm I  FREE

Enjoy the heart-warming film that inspired one of Australia’s best loved books for children. Eleven-year-old Dylan
is facing some hard times at home, made worse by getting grief from a school bully, but when a paper plane
tournament is announced at his primary school, Dylan discovers his natural talent for creating the ultimate in
gliding beauty. During a whirlwind adventure that takes him from the outback to high-tech Japan for the world
championships, Dylan learns that if at first you don't succeed, fly, fly, fly again! With free paper planes to take
away and try at home… This screening is subtitled for the hearing impaired.
Generously supported by Fife Council Glenrothes Area Committee

Monday 21 November 

Beetle Boy with MG Leonard
Rothes Halls 10.30am I  Adam Smith Theatre 1.45pm
£3.50 I  For Primary 5 – 7

“I LOVED Beetle Boy! It is creepy, funny and full of excitement! Truly great 
storytelling” says Michael Morpurgo. We could not agree more. Beetle Boy was 
the fastest selling debut novel for children in 2016 and Maya’s events are interactive,
informative and leave children bursting to read the book. Add to that, LIVE beetles
(thanks to Cool Creatures) and you have an event that’s truly irresistible! It is reading,
science and ecology rolled into one… don’t miss it!

mgleonard.com

SCHOOLS
EVENT

FAMILY
EVENT
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Tuesday 22 November 

Paper Planes
Lochgelly Centre 10am I  £3.50 I  For Primary 5 – 7

Enjoy the heart-warming film that inspired one of Australia’s best loved 
books for children. Eleven-year-old Dylan is facing some hard times at home,
made worse by getting grief from a school bully, but when a paper plane
tournament is announced at his primary school, Dylan discovers his 
natural talent for creating the ultimate in gliding beauty. During a whirlwind 
adventure that takes him from the outback to high-tech Japan for the world
championships, Dylan learns that if at first you don't succeed, fly, fly, fly
again! With free paper planes to take away and try at home… 

Monday 21 November 

Beetle Boy with M G Leonard
Dalgety Bay Library 6.30pm I  £3.50 (Accompanying Adults Free)

“I LOVED Beetle Boy! It is creepy, funny and full of excitement! Truly great 
storytelling” says Michael Morpurgo. We could not agree more. Beetle Boy
was the fastest selling debut novel for children in 2016 and Maya’s events are
interactive, informative and leave children bursting to read the book. Add to
that, LIVE beetles (thanks to Cool Creatures) and you have an event that’s truly
irresistible! It is reading, science and ecology rolled into one… don’t miss it!

mgleonard.com

Tuesday 22 November 

Winnie-the-Pooh’s 
Very Special Science Party!   
Rothes Halls 10am I  For Primary 1 – 3

A.A. Milne’s first book about the nation’s best-loved bear was published in 1926,
but is still loved by thousands and has just been voted Britain’s favourite book!  

Come along and celebrate Winnie the Pooh’s 90th birthday with loads of science
activities led by our very own wise old owls. This full day event offers hands on 
participation for every child as we explore the senses with touch, taste, smells,
sounds and visual games, offering a Pooh themed day of fun and learning.
A screening of the Disney classic filmWinnie the Pooh and the Honey Treewill 
give the children time to relax and enjoy their cinema snacks.  

SCHOOLS
EVENT

FAMILY
EVENT

SCHOOLS
EVENT
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Tuesday 22 November 

And They Called
Him Aiken Drum…
Valleyfield Library 4pm

FREE I For Nursery to Primary 3

Aiken Drum’s Scottish songs and stories will have
little ones singing, stamping, clapping and howling
with laughter. Revive favourite rhymes and tales from
across Scotland and discover new delights. Join in
and learn new words in Scots and Gaelic and have
some fun with our favourite Borders storyteller.

Generously supported by Fife Council South West
Fife Area Committee

Tuesday 22 November 

Beetle Boy with M G Leonard
Cupar Corn Exchange 10.30am I  For Primary 5 – 7

“I LOVED Beetle Boy! It is creepy, funny and full of 
excitement! Truly great storytelling” says Michael Morpurgo.
We could not agree more. Beetle Boy was the fastest 
selling debut novel for children in 2016 and Maya’s 
events are interactive, informative and leave children 
bursting to read the book. Add to that, LIVE beetles
(thanks to Cool Creatures) and you have an event that’s
truly irresistible! It is reading, science and ecology rolled
into one… don’t miss it!

mgleonard.com

SCHOOLS
EVENT

FAMILY
EVENT



Tuesday 22 November 

The Roman Empire
Comes to Fife! 
With Simon Scarrow
St Andrews Library 2.30pm I  Tickets £4, Concession £3

Don’t miss this opportunity to hear author Simon Scarrow talk about
the latest book in his bestselling series, Eagles of the Empire. Let 
yourself be transported back to AD54 when soldiers of the Roman
Army patrol a growing empire from the Mediterranean to the banks of
the Nile.  Best selling author Simon Scarrow’s latest novel, Invictus
brings Cato and Macro to life after both appearing in his previous novel,
Under the Eagle.  Join Simon at St Andrews Library for an afternoon of
action and adventure.

www.simonscarrow.co.uk
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Tuesday 22 November 

New Star Soccer
G-Story App for Reluctant Readers
Lochgelly Centre 4pm I  Tickets £10 I  CPD Session for Teachers

As children, we all imagined what it might be like to be famous. For boys, and 
increasingly girls, that dream centres around football. Imagine – it’s your name being
chanted from the terraces as you bend in a last minute free-kick at Hampden Park!
The New Star Soccer G-Story turns kids into heroes in their own football adventures.
Combining reading with game-play it supports and encourages reluctant readers.
New Star Soccer G-Story feels like a choose-your-own adventure story but with
game-style successes to encourage kids to keep reading. Crucially it embeds the 

child’s name into the story so they really are the hero! Steve Barlow and 
Steve Skidmore – both ex-teachers (drama & LSS) have worked with

reluctant readers for over 20 years. In this session they will 
demonstrate this new iOS and Android App and discuss how

it can support your children. It’s a game with reading – an 
e-book with games and a new fun way to encourage 
children aged 7–11 to read.

TEACHER
EVENT

ADULT
EVENT



Tuesday 22 November

Skelp the Aged
Windmill Library, Kirkcaldy 7pm I  Tickets £8.50 Concession £7

Book Week Scotland dare you to come along and Skelp the Aged! Ouch!

Join talented comedy writers John Duignan and Ian Hopkins as they
introduce a wickedly comic novel aptly titled Skelp the Aged. Laugh your 
way through the evening and find out more about the talented duo who
began their comedy writing career with Not the Nine O’clock News.
Ian (who went on to write for Spitting Image and Naked Video) and John
are appearing for one night only, right here in Fife, so grab your chance
to get tickets for what promises to be a fantastic evening.

@SkelptheAged  
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ADULT
EVENT
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Wednesday 23 November 

The I Hero Gameshow 
with The Two Steves
Lochgelly Centre 10.30am I  Rothes Halls 1.45pm
£3.50 I  For Primary 3 – 7

Have you ever thought, “I wish I could be the hero of this book”? Well, now you can!
Let madcap duo Steve Barlow and Steve Skidmore take you on a fun-packed
choose-your-own adventure. This hilarious gameshow is based on their popular I Hero
books that really appeal to boys reluctant to read. Will you dare to explore the furthest
reaches of the cosmos or face the crowds in the gladiatorial arena? Are you a hero –
or a zero? Warning – this show may lead to giggling, guffawing and gasping for
breath. Please enjoy The Two Steves responsibly.

www.thetwosteves.net

Wednesday 23 November 

Thorfinn the Nicest Viking 
with David MacPhail
SCHOOLS EVENT  Templehall Community Centre 1.45pm
FAMILY EVENT  Cupar Library 6.30pm I  Free
For Primary 3 – 6

Prepare yourself for the wrath of the Norsemen. Introducing Thorfinn the Nicest
Viking with his creator David MacPhail. Enjoy some mad-cap fun as David
introduces the latest book in this ale-sloshing, meat-ripping, hatchet in the head
kind of saga, where it pays to be polite (but usually with your life!).

Generously supported by Fife Council North East Fife Area Committee

Wednesday 23 November 

And They Called Him Aiken Drum… 
Rothes Halls 10.30am I  Lochgelly Centre 1.45pm
£3.50 I  For Nursery to Primary 3

Aiken Drum’s Scottish songs and stories will have little ones singing, stamping,
clapping and howling with laughter. Revive favourite rhymes and tales from
across Scotland and discover new delights. Join in and learn new words in
Scots and Gaelic and have some fun with our favourite Borders storyteller.

FAMILY
EVENT

SCHOOLS
EVENT

SCHOOLS
EVENT

SCHOOLS
EVENT
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Wednesday 23 November 

The Sin Eater’s Daughter 
with Melinda Salisbury
Kirkcaldy Galleries 6pm I  FREE

Melinda Salisbury is a young adult author originally from the Midlands.
As a child she genuinely thought Roald Dahl’s Matildawas about her.
Sadly she never manifested telekinetic powers! What she does have in
abundance is a rare and wonderful talent, not only for writing but for 
speaking about it. Her enthusiasm is infectious as she describes 
her journey into writing and encourages other young people to tell their
own stories.  

The Sin Eater’s Daughterwas the bestselling UK YA Debut novel of 2015
and was nominated for national and international awards. Her second
novel, The Sleeping Princewas released in February 2016, with 
The Scarecrow Queen due early 2017.

www.melindasalisbury.com

Wednesday 23 November 

Award Winning Horror 
with Danny Weston
Duloch Library 6pm I  FREE

Danny Weston’s books for young adults are
guaranteed to send shivers down your spine.
He won the Scottish Children’s Book Award in
2016 for his powerful historical horror novel The
Piper. His latest novel, The Haunting of Jessop
Rise, is a chilling haunted house story set in rural
Wales. If you want tips to improve your own
writing or just love a book that makes you shiver
you’ll love this event.

Generously supported by Fife Council 
Dunfermline Area Committee

TEEN
EVENT

TEEN
EVENT

Book online at www.onfife.com/bookweekscotland  Box Office: 01592 611101
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Wednesday 23 November

Men with Coconuts
Rothes Halls 7.30pm

Tickets £8 Concession £6

Men with Coconuts are one of Scotland’s
leading improvised comedy troupes. After a 
hugely successful run at the Edinburgh Fringe, 
the guys are back with a new show to 
celebrate Book Week Scotland 2016.

Using improv and live music the Men With Coconuts 
will create comic sketches and scenes based around classic and modern literature,
aided by audience suggestions. Unscripted, unplanned and unbelievable.

Winner: Spirit of the Fringe Award (Prague Fringe 2016)

‘One of the best improv shows I’ve seen. Skilful & hysterical’ (Jo Caulfield)

www.menwithcoconuts.com

Thursday 24 November 

Comics, Corpses and Long
Lost Tales with Adam Murphy 
Adam Smith Theatre 10.30am I  £3.50 I  For Primary 4 – 7

Adam Murphy is a popular comic artist, writer and illustrator from Glasgow.
He is the creator of 'Corpse Talk,' in which he digs up famous people from
history and interviews their reanimated corpses, what an idea!  In his new
comic strip story ‘Lost Tales’ he re-interprets unusual folktales from around
the world in his own unforgettable style. Both appear in The Phoenix, a cool
modern comic for kids. 

Great for kids who don’t think they like reading!

www.adammurphy.com

SCHOOLS
EVENT

ADULT
EVENT
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Winner of the Amnesty Award, Ross’s hilarious There’s a Bear on My Chair sees an
angry mouse desperately try every trick in the book to shift a smug polar bear from
his favourite chair. Will he succeed? Find out as Ross reads his latest book and
talks about writing stories, drawing bears, mice in underpants and other daft things. 

Ross Collins is the author and illustrator of over 100 books for children and is on
the shortlist for the prestigious Bookbug Book Award 2016. 

www.rosscollins.net

Thursday 24 November 

The Pirate Adventures
of Mabel Jones 
with Will Mabbitt  
Windmill Library, Kirkcaldy 11am

£3.50 I  For Primary 3 – 6

Get ready for a pirate adventure! Meet young Mabel Jones and her
dastardly crew and take a voyage aboard the Feroshus Maggot. 
Expect animated storytelling and interactive, swashbuckling fun 
and games. Will also shares his top-tips on how to create your own
pirate characters and write your own adventure stories.
Embrace the pirate in you!

www.willmabbit.co.uk

Thursday 24 November 

There’s a Bear in My
Chair with Ross Collins    
Cupar Corn Exchange 1.30pm

£3.50 I  For Primary 1 – 3

SCHOOLS
EVENT

SCHOOLS
EVENT



Thursday 24 November

Comics and Corpses: 
Have-a-Go Comic Workshop
with Adam Murphy
Windmill Library, Kirkcaldy 3.30pm I FREE I For Primary 6 – S3

Calling all comic fans – Adam Murphy is a brilliant artist and writer with
Phoenix Comics. He is the creator of ‘Corpse Talk’, in which he digs up 
famous people from history and interviews their reanimated corpses. What 
an idea! Come along and have a go at creating your own weird comic heroes
or just watch Adam as he brings his characters to life before your eyes!
Great fun for kids who don’t think they like reading (and those who do!)

www.adammurphy.com

Generously supported by Fife Council Kirkcaldy Area Committee.
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Thursday 24 November

A Beginners Guide to Electricity
and Magnetism with Gill Arbuthnott 
& Nick Armstrong
St Andrews Library 6.30pm

£3.50 (Accompanying Adults Free)

For Primary 5 – S1

Find out just how much fun science can be – and take part in
some truly electrifying experiments – with writer and science
teacher Gill Arbuthnott and physicist Nick Armstrong. 
We take electricity for granted but can you imagine a world
with no TV, laptops or all the devices we use every day?
What a horror story!  Enjoy some terrible jokes and some
wonderful explanations of how it all works…

FAMILY
EVENT

FAMILY
EVENT



Thursday 24 November

The Pirate Adventures 
of Mabel Jones with Ross
Collins & Will Mabbitt
Parkhill Primary School 6.30pm I  FREE I  For Primary 3 – 6  

For one day only get two for the price of one as we set sail
for a pirate adventure never to be forgotten. With animated
storytelling and interactive, swashbuckling fun and games
from author Will Mabbitt, young Mabel Jones and her 
dastardly crew come to life with live drawing from amazing
illustrator Ross Collins. This is the first time Will and Ross
have performed together in public so be prepared for twice
the fun and embrace the pirate in you!

www.willmabbit.co.uk / www.rosscollins.net

Generously supported by Fife Council Levenmouth Area Committee.

Book online at www.onfife.com/bookweekscotland Box Office: 01592 611101
Tickets Available from Leven Library
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Thursday 24 November 

Christopher Trotter

Dining with
the Twits
Hill of Beath Ex-Serviceman’s Club 6.30pm

FREE I  For Primary 4 – 7

Enjoy an evening ‘Dining with the Twits’ with a lively cast of 
characters reading some of their favourite snippets from Roald
Dahl’s brilliant stories – and Fife’s own celebrity chef Christopher
Trotter cooking live to show you how to create some truly
gruesome grub! Food tasters and snacks included – if you’re 
brave enough to try them!

Generously supported by Fife Council Cowdenbeath Area Committee.

FAMILY
EVENT

FAMILY
EVENT
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Friday 25 November 

The Pirate Adventures of
Mabel Jones with Ross
Collins & Will Mabbitt  
Kelty Community Centre 11am

£3.50 I For Primary 3 – 6

For one day only get two for the price of one as we set sail for a
pirate adventure never to be forgotten. With animated storytelling
and interactive, swashbuckling fun and games from author Will 
Mabbitt, young Mabel Jones and her dastardly crew come to life
with live drawing from amazing illustrator Ross Collins. This tour is
the first time Will and Ross have performed together, so be 
prepared for twice the fun and embrace the pirate in you!

www.willmabbit.co.uk / www.rosscollins.net

Friday 25 November 

Feel Good Fiction 
with Jill Mansell
Kirkcaldy Galleries 2.30pm

Tickets £4 Concession £3

Indulge yourself in an afternoon of enjoyment and 
entertainment with bestselling author Jill Mansell as 
she introduces her latest book You and Me, Always.
Jill has written over 20 novels and received an Outstanding
Achievement Award from the Romantic Novelists Association.
Don’t miss your chance to meet this highly talented and 
bestselling author talking about her feel good style

ADULT
EVENT

SCHOOLS
EVENT
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Friday 25 November

Banned Books and 
Prohibition Cocktails (18+)

Kirkcaldy Galleries  7.30pm

Tickets £15 Concession £12.  Includes three genuine cocktails from the 
prohibition era. Be ready to hide the hooch should the police raid the joint!                                        

We’re bringing the best of Speakeasy-era swagger to Kirkcaldy
Galleries for an indulgent evening spent exploring the best 
cocktails of the prohibition era. Accompanied by readings from the
most scandalous of forbidden books you’re going to require a
password… which will be on your ticket.

If you’re in the mood to rouge your knees and roll your stockings
down, come along to this one night only, limited edition Speakeasy
event. We’ll have copies of the banned books for you to borrow
on the night along with lots of other outlawed books to browse
through.

Saturday 26 November  

Write On!
Rothes Halls 1pm – 4pm I  Tickets £12 Concession £10

Everyone has a book inside them…or so the saying goes!
If your inner book is itching to get out but you’re not quite sure
how to release it, then get creative and get writing this Book
Week Scotland!

Join us for an afternoon with author and journalist Doug 
Johnstone, Fife author and teacher Zoe Venditozzi, and Adrian
Searle, from Scottish publisher Freight Books, as they inspire,
inform and invigorate your writing.  

Please note: Workshop sessions with Adrian, Doug and Zoe will
form part of this event – places on one of the three workshops
will be allocated on the day on a first come basis.

Registration for workshops 26 November from 1.00pm onwards 

ADULT
EVENT

ADULT
EVENT
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Sunday 27 November  

Winnie the Pooh’s
Birthday Party 
Kirkcaldy Galleries 1pm – 3.30pm

FREE I For tots to 12 years

A.A. Milne’s first book about the nation’s best-loved bear was
published in 1926 but is still loved by thousands and has just
been voted Britain’s favourite book! Come along and celebrate
Winnie the Pooh’s 90th birthday with our very own wise old owl,
Eeyore and much, much more. This event offers lots for little
hands to do as well as some very special visitors. Don’t miss it!

FAMILY
EVENT
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Tuesday 29 November 

Special Event at Pitteuchar
West Primary in Glenrothes 

Over 6,000 children in Fife joined the Big Friendly Read – the
Reading Agency’s Summer Reading Challenge. Lucky pupil Ella,
won our prize for completing her challenge – well done if you
took the challenge too!

Ella will celebrate with her fellow students and amazing
author Ross Mackenzie. Ross wrote The Nowhere Emporium
– a mysterious tale where the young hero Daniel is drawn into
a breath taking world of magic and enchantment.

• Winner of the Blue Peter Book Award 2016 – Best Story

• Winner of the Scottish Children’s Book Award 2016

Put it on your Top 10 list of books to read this year!

Available FREE as an e.book and e.audio download from 
www.onfife.com/ebooks

Wednesday 30 November   

Meet Mark Beaumont – World Record
holding adventurer and broadcaster
Lochgelly Centre 7.30pm I  Tickets £8.50 Concession £7.00 

Mark Beaumont’s first taste of adventure was at the age
of 11 when he decided to cycle across Scotland and his
first World Record was aged 23 when he completed a
round the world bike race, smashing the previous record
by an amazing 182 days. More cycling adventures have
followed and Mark has swapped bike for boat while
rowing the Arctic and Atlantic. 

Find out more about Mark’s amazing adventures when
he joins us at Lochgelly Centre.

Star of BBC
The Man Who

Cycled the
Americas

ADULT
EVENT
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Novel
Ideas

Stuck in a reading rut? Read everything by your favourite author and don’t know what to read
next? Or just want to try something different? Let us give you some Novel Ideas – visit 
www.onfife.com/novel-ideas, complete the form and we’ll send three suggested titles for you to try.

All the books we suggest are available from Fife’s libraries and can be requested and delivered 
to your preferred library free of charge. 

Chatterbooks
Kids – do you love reading – or have you just never found that book that tickled your funny bone –
either way, we have just the thing for you. Why not join one of our new Chatterbooks book groups
for boys and girls aged 8–12. Discover all sorts of great new stories, get fired up and share some
book chat with your group and have fun doing cool book activities with your new friends.  

Chatterbooks groups are springing up in schools and libraries across Fife. If you’d like to join a
group or maybe start one with your friends or in your school, go to www.onfife.com/chatterbooks
to find out more.



Coming Soon
Fri 18 November – Thur 1 December

Fantastic Beasts and
Where To Find Them
Rating TBC I  Times vary I  Special School Screening Tuesday 22 10am £3.50 
Tickets £6.50 Concession £5.50 I  Stars: Ezra Miller, Eddie Redmayne, Colin Farrell

A Fairytale Full of Family Fun 
starring Kim Shepherd 

Box Office: 01592 583302 
or book online at onfife.com

Sat 10 Dec 2016 – Sat 7 Jan 2017   
Tickets From £12 to £60

Cinderella dreams of escaping the life
she has fallen into. With the arrival of
invitations to Prince Charming’s grand
ball, it seems she may get her wish.
However, the Ugliest Sisters in 
pantoland are determined to keep
her as their servant, but with the help
of Cinderella’s Fairy Godmother and 
a generous helping of panto magic
perhaps her dreams will come true
after all?

David Yates directs this fantasy adventure adapted by J.K. Rowling
from her own novel.

Set in New York in 1926, the film stars Eddie Redmayne as eccentric 
wizard Newt Scamander, author and Ministry of Magic employee, who
is headed to the Magical Congress of the United States of America
with a special briefcase that is home to a variety of dangerous beasts.

After the creatures escape Newt finds himself wanted by the US 
authorities. Meanwhile, the incident has a negative impact on relations
between magical and non-magical people in New York. Is there any
way to repair the damage caused?

Box Office: 01383 602302
or book online at onfife.com
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